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Watch this space for the latest 
news from our Aseanarean 
Bluewater Alliance reciprocal 
marinas brought to you by man 
on the beat Bruce Maxwell

sEEN & HEARD

Royal Langkawi Yacht Club (RLYC), 380 nautical miles from singapore 
on the Malaysia-Thailand border, has undergone a major revamp that 

wil l further boost it as a premier marina on the map of many sailors.  

It has expanded its wet berths from 200 to 250, including six superyacht 
slots for vessels up to 90m. The 50 new berths are 12m, 17m and 
20m. All are equipped with upgraded power systems of 60 to 400 
amps, sanitation pumps, safety and fire fighting equipment, together 
with water and fuel supplies. There is 24-hour security, and the club 
offers maintenance services, laundry, showers, toilets, swimming pool 
and jacuzzi plus Wi-Fi access, faxes and phones.

A new restaurant and retail precinct called Fisherman’s Wharf has also 
been added. visitors can now check into nine stylishly designed guest 
rooms with balconies, in the clubhouse itself, or choose from another 
35 lovely rooms in the lifestyle enclave next door.

Located near Kuah CBD and duty free centre on the principal island 
of Langkawi, RLYC opened with 45 berths in 1996 as a project of 
Melewar Group’s YAM Tunku Tan sri Abdullah. Three years later, His 
Royal Highness the sultan of Kedah extended his royal patronage.

It quickly became an important stepping stone and ideal destination 
for yachtsmen plying the Malacca straits and Andaman sea between 
singapore and Phuket. Cruising the Langkawi Group’s 99 “islands of 
legends” can occupy a relaxing week or two, call ing in at many of the 
surprising shoreside facil it ies, with scuba diving or snorkell ing at Pulau 
Payar Marine Park.

Changes 
At Royal Langkawi 

Yacht Club

BIG

Another graphic of the new RLYC set-up

Aerial view of RLYC with Fisherman’s 
Wharf wing taking shape

Langkawi Legend Wicky sundram

The wr i ter  publ ished As ia-Pac i f ic 
Boating for 25 years until selling equity 
in 2001. since then he has written 
for Yachts, Luxmedia and other print 
and online titles, and handles marine 
consultancies and nautical books. In 
this current series for Nautique, he 
looks at benefits for Raffles Marina 
members when they visit any of 
the 13-strong Aseanarean Bluewater 
All iance marinas.
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sea otters sometimes frolic on the beaches, and eagles soar above 
“The Hole in the Wall”, which requires careful navigation to enter. 
Follow up with a superb lunch of the freshest seafood atop a fish trap. 
Pulau Dayang Bunting or Island of the Pregnant Maiden has its own 
stories, and what brine-encrusted seafarer could resist bathing in the 
cool waters of a fresh water inland lake?

Malaysia’s premier island-hopping Raja Muda Regatta chose Langkawi 
as its final stop when it was launched in 1990, moving from Pelangi 
Beach Resort to RLYC at Kuah when that facil ity first came on stream. 
Then in 2003, the annual Royal Langkawi International Regatta (RLIR) 
made its debut attracting many regional and international entries. The 
next RLIR will be taking place from 9 to 14 January 2017.

Those flying in will find assorted craft available for charter. some are 
quite inexpensive and are suitable for day voyages, while others are 
more sophisticated – as Capt Charlie Dwyer has a branch of Asia-Pacific 
superyachts here – with the sky literally the limit. Check out the 
tenants and wide range of tourist trips at www.langkawiyachtclub.com. 

Another big change for many regular Langkawi visitors, is the departure 
of RLYC’s affable, long-time general manager, Wicky sundram. Wicky 
has spent 21 years with the group that owns RLYC, 17 of which has 
been dedicated to looking after the marina club. He has also organised 
and managed the 14 RLIRs that have taken place so far, making him 
a Langkawi Legend in his own right.

“It is time to move on, and look at new opportunities and new 
adventures”, he tells us. “I’m staying in the industry though.”

Raffles Marina member cards 
must be shown to obtain the 
l isted benefits: 20 percent 
discount for berths, including 
wining and dining at Charlie’s 
Bar and Gril l; 10 percent for 
merchandise. For example, a 
40-foot monohull can berth 
for $135-$170 a week, less 20 
percent but subject to services. 
Multihulls are 50 percent more. 
Rooms are $100-$270 a day 
depending on type, and best 
available rates will be offered.

Royal Langkawi-backed Malaysian entry

 International fleet hard on the wind in last January’s RLIR

Japanese and singaporean yachts tussle in Langkawi

Royal Langkawi Yacht Club

Jalan Dato syed Omar, 07000, 
Kuah Langkawi, Kedah, Malaysia

Tel : +60 49 664 078

Fax : +60 49 665 078

Email : office@langkawiyachtclub.
 com


